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Aquatic Ecosystems
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� Marine Ecosystems include estuaries, intertidal zones, neritic zones, and 

the open ocean.

� Estuarywhere the fresh water of a river meets the salt water of an ocean.

� Intertidal zone: Between the highest high-tide line and the lowest low-tide line 

� Neritic zone: region of shallow water between the low-tide line  extending 
out over the continental shelf.

� In cold waters, Kelp forests over 100 feet tall, house a great diversity of animal species
� In warm waters, Coral reefs house Incredible numbers of animals live in and around 

coral reefs, making them one of Earth's most diverse ecosystems.
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Forests and Fisheries
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� Extinction : disappearance of all members of a species from Earth
� Endangered : Species in danger of becoming extinct in the near future
� Threatened : Species that could become endangered in the near future
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Threatened Biodiversity.
� Human activities can also threaten biodiversity

� These activities include habitat destruction, poaching, pollution, and the 
introduction of nonnative species.

� The major cause of extinction is habitat destruction, the loss of a natural 
habitat.

� Poaching: illegal killing or removal of wildlife from their habitats

� Pollutants build up in organisms through the food chain. Introducing exotic 
species into an ecosystem can also threaten biodiversity
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Protecting Biodiversity
� Three successful approaches

� Captive Breeding : the mating of animals in zoos or wildlife 
preserves.

� California condor

� laws and treaties
� habitat preservation .
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